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YOUR VISIT to this captivating oasis, where beauty, tranquility and fantasy bring forth the joys of Utopian 
happiness, will be richly enhanced by the simultaneous study of this guide book. 


a It will carefully follow you step by step through the property starting with our enchanting fantasy forest. 
t : You will meet the curious little folks that dwell here and enjoy their playful antics. The spellbounding 
FABLE COTTAGE craftsmanship is beautifully depicted in the portraits and accompanying narrations of 
the animated displays showing the dwarfs at work building their “Fable Cottage.” 


Your book contains an interesting historical recital. 


Then our photographer has captured for you many scenes, inside and out, of fabulous FABLE COTTAGE 
itself. He has carefully chosen views that illustrate the magical architecture, that detail the incomparable 
handicraft and that display the lovely ocean setting. He takes you through typical rooms, around the 
building and even into our unique gift shoppe (former garage and work shop). 


Finally the pictures exhibit the marvelous colour spectacles that abound everywhere throughout the 
beautiful gardens. 


Your pictorial guide book and souvenir album was designed both to make your visit a meaningful experience 
and to help bring back the magical charm of FABLE COTTAGE upon later reflection. With a little concen- 
tration you should hear the singing of the birds, the rippling of the water and feel the wondrous hypnotic 

_ tranquility. Your album should extend one visit to FABLE COTTAGE into an eternity of fanciful memories. 
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FABLE COTTAGE was not built as a tourist attraction. As 
you will see later it was the very unique home and estate of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Rogers. Public interest influenced the 
Rogers’ into allowing general viewing of their property ona 
limited basis during the summer months. With the simulta- 
neous recognition of Victoria as a major tourist centre the 
public response became overwhelming. The resulting loss of 
privacy through the extended hours of opening and the 
longer tourist season soon caused Mr. and Mrs. Rogers to 
tind other living quarters. They left their “table cottage” 
intact for public viewing and later sold it. 


The present owners, Mr. and Mrs. (Bob and Anita) Lane were quick to see that now that the property was 
being maintained solely as a public attraction it was appropriate that it should be enhanced. They also 
realized that it was a delicate matter and it was extremely important not to destroy that special feeling that 
seems to hypnotise the visitor. Among the additions were the beautiful enchanted forest entrance with the 
many complementary animated scenes (constructed on a part of the property not previously developed), 

the gift shoppe (opened in the former garage and work shop and featuring Canadian hand-crafted wares) 
and floral spectaculars designed to further the Utopian image. 


You will enter through our enchanting fantasy forest and will meet many of its woodland dwarfs busy at 
whatever pleases them most. In the first part of the forest you will usually find them burning off their 
“spare time” energies. 
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THE OLD WATER WHEEL 

It’s easy to slip away from chores to 
frolic and play on a favorite ride. You 
have to wait your turn but it’s great 
fun - if you don't mind getting a little 
wet. 


STRIKE IT RICH MINE 

Our forest holds many secrets. Among these are its mysteri- 
ous sources of wealth. Our friends are having quite a time as 
they harvest the wondrous rewards from their magical mine. 
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The “absent-minded professor” is found 


everywhere. Our little friend got real excited 
when he mixed up a formula for striped paint. 
But alas - now he can't remember how he 


did it! 


SLEEPING DWARF 

As always, with young boys or woodland 
dwarfs, they like to play pranks. Let’s hope 
the old fellow doesn’t wake up and be too 
harsh with the playful youngster. 


This is an excellent time to stop and 
absorb some of the informal beauty 
that abounds throughout our fantasy 
forest. Tulips, pansies and polyanthus 
that bloom everywhere during the 
Spring magically disappear overnight 
to make way for the abundance of 
flowers that announce the arrival of 
Summer. Always there is a profusion 
of colour and the different plants and 
shrubs are conveniently labelled for 
ready identification. 


At this point also the mood of the 
dwarfs changes. Industrious little folk 
replace the playful characters and care 
should be taken to observe their acti- 
vities. It seems that on moonlight 
nights they have been visiting the real 
FABLE COTTAGE and, from careful 
observations taken, have decided to 
build their very own in much the same 
way as the original was built. Take 
full cognizance of the scenes and the 
real significance of FABLE COTTAGE 
will become so appreciably apparent 
later on. 
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As you leave our tantasy forest you return to the world of reality. But 

even the real world can be built on dreams! You Pass our wishing well 
and then, like a dream come true, you see before you the real-life creation 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Rogers - beautiful FABLE COTTAGE. 


Starting with a clay model in 1951, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers were determined to create an escape from the 
accepted patterns of living; they were to devote most of their spare time during the next 12 years into 
building their refreshing abode. The time needed to build the flowing irregular surfaces, the massive root 
area, the multitude of hand-crafted materials and objects and the imaginative landscaping truly defies the 
imagination. The principal shaping tool employed was the adze where it is estimated 2000 strokes were 
required to finish a single side of one door. There was enough roofing material used to cover 15 contem- 
porary homes. While Mr. Rogers busied himselt with the construction (when not plying his trade as a 
retail clothier), Mrs. Rogers devoted her time to developing the gardens over the 3% acre estate. 


FABLE COTTAGE occupies about 2000 square feet and its perimeter zigs and zags around 10 rooms. It 
was designed so that each room had a view. Heating is through radiant copper pipe laid in the floor. Most 
of the furniture and objects are either hand-crafted or are family heirlooms. 
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Two walls of the living room have picture windows, one facing the sparkling blue seafront of Cordova Bay and the 
other opening onto the beautiful grounds. Mr. Rogers designed the walk-through fireplacgsandesollected the stone 
locally. The wooden furniture was hand-made from hard B.C. yelloWweeedarWhich Was laminated to form the large 
coffee table surface. Again the shaping too! usedewassthe adze: 
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QFiisidering that the house was designed in 1951, the kitchen is surprisingly modern having built-in ovens, refrigera- 


tor and counter-top stove elements. It has extensive cupboard and counter space despite the generous window and 


open areas. Again the devotion to original hand-crafted work is abundantly apparent. 


Victoria, with its mod- 
erate sea-warmed cli- 
mate, is known through- 
if out the world as the 

| “Garden City.” The 


: FABLE COTTAGE P a 


gardens, which accen- 
{| tuate informality, truly 
typify the intoxicating 
atmosphere of this 
emerald green, floral 
haven. 
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The cameraman has added some un- 
usual scenes - an interior wide-angle 
shot of our distinctively Canadian gift 
shoppe - a happy bride and groom 
who chose FABLE COTTAGE as their 
wedding locale - and, finally, FABLE 
COTTAGE at Christmas, 1968, which 
proves that it can snow in Victoria! 


fable cottage, 5187 cordova bay rd., 
victoria, b.c., canada 
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